
Vendor vs Subrecipient per OMB Circular A-133 

Subrecipient means a non-Federal entity that expends Federal awards 

received from a pass-through entity to carry out a Federal program, but 
does not include an individual that is a beneficiary of such a program. A 
subrecipient may also be a recipient of other Federal awards directly from 
a Federal awarding agency.  

Subrecipient Characteristics.  

(1) Determines who is eligible to receive what Federal financial 
assistance;  
(2) Has its performance measured against whether the objectives 
of the Federal program are met;  

(3) Has responsibility for programmatic decision making;  

(4) Has responsibility for adherence to applicable Federal 
program compliance requirements; and  

(5) Uses the Federal funds to carry out a program of the 
organization as compared to providing goods or services for a 
program of the pass-through entity.  

 

Vendor means a dealer, distributor, merchant, or other seller providing 

goods or services that are required for the conduct of a Federal program. 

These goods or services may be for an organization's own use or for the 

use of beneficiaries of the Federal program.  

Vendor  Characteristics  
(1) Provides the goods and services within normal business 
operations;  
operation of the Federal program; 
(2) Provides similar goods or services to many different 
purchasers; 
(3) Operates in a competitive environment; 
(4) Provides goods or services that are ancillary to the operation 
of the federal program; and 
(5) Is not subject to compliance requirements of the Federal 
program. 
  


